
     

A closer look at House Bill 184 
A bill working its way through 

the Ohio General Assembly would 
utilize expanded function dental 
auxiliaries to provide teledentistry.  
The Ohio EFDA Association supports 
the bill.

State Representatives Theresa 
Gavarone (R-Bowling Green) and 
Anthony DeVitis (R-Green have 
sponsored House Bill 184, the Ohio 
Dental Care Optimization Act, which 
has already passed the Ohio House of 
Representatives and is currently 
under consideration in the Ohio 
Senate.

House Bill 184 expands access to 
dental care by allowing for state of 
the art technology and innovative 
strategies through the use of 
teledentistry. The bill permits dentists 
to perform exams and supervise 
dental hygienists and expanded 
function dental assistants through the 
use of technology. 

Under this proposal, Ohio will be 
one of the first states to permit dental 
hygienists and expanded function 
dental auxiliary with appropriate 
training to provide interim 
therapeutic restorations and 
administer Silver Diamine Fluoride to 
patients, after the dentist conducts a 
teledentistry exam and diagnoses the 
need for such restorative materials 

and procedures. The bill also allows 
dentists to prescribe non-controlled 
substances, including antibiotics, via 
teledentistry.

The goal of the bill is to provide 
access to dental care in Ohio’s 
underserved areas.  Further barriers 
to access are reduced through House 
Bill 184 by allowing dental hygienists, 
expanded function dental auxiliary 
and certified dental assistants, to 
provide prevention services and oral 
health education in school and public 
health settings, as well as perform 
additional duties outside the 
presence of a dentist. 

EFDAs do have one group 
working against our inclusion in the 
bill.  The Ohio Dental Hygienists’ 
Association is asking the legislature 
to remove EFDAs from the bill, 
arguing that EFDAs lack the training 
needed to perform without direct 
supervision of a dentist.  

The Ohio Dental Hygienists’ 
Association has shared misleading 
and incomplete information to 
senators during this process and it is 
crucial that our members reach out to 
the members of the Ohio Senate 
Health, Human Services & Medicaid 
Committee with the following 
message:
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• EFDA training is in ADDITION to training to 
become a dental assistant and EFDAs are well qualified to 
provide services remotely under the direction of a dentist 
as the bill provides;

• Urge them to vote YES on HB 184 as passed by 
the House to utilize the whole dental care delivery team 
and technology to provide access to all Ohioans.

Here are the Senate Health, Human Services & 
Medicaid Committee members:

Senator Dave Burke (R) Chair Marysville
(614) 466-8049  |  sd26@ohiosenate.gov

Senator Bill Beagle (R) Vice Chair Tipp City
(614) 466-6247 |  sd05@ohiosenate.gov

Senator Randy Gardner (R) Bowling Green
(614) 466-8060  |  sd02@ohiosenate.gov

Senator Bob Hackett (R) Springfield
(614) 466-3780  |  sd10@ohiosenate.gov

Senator Jay Hottinger (R) Newark
(614) 466-5838  |  sd31@ohiosenate.gov

Senator Matt Huffman (R) Lima
(614) 466-7584  |  sd12@ohiosenate.gov 

Senator Scott Oelslager (R) North Canton (614)      
466-0626  |  sd29@ohiosenate.gov
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Senator Stephanie Kunze (R) Hilliard (614) 466-5981  |  sd16@ohiosenate.gov

Senator Peggy Lehner (R) Kettering  (614) 466-4538  |  sd06@ohiosenate.gov

Senator Charleta Tavares (D) Columbus (614) 466-5131  | sd15@ohiosenate.gov

Senator Edna Brown (D) Toledo (614) 466-5204 |  sd11@ohiosenate.gov

Senator Vernon Sykes (D) Akron (614) 466-7041  |  sd28@ohiosenate.gov

Call or e-mail these senators today and let them know Ohio’s 
EFDAs support House Bill 184!

ABOUT US 

The Ohio EFDA Association is 
a 501(c)(6) non-profit trade 
organization representing 

Ohio’s Expanded Function 
Dental Auxiliaries.   

As the only voice for EDFAs in 
Ohio, our primary goal is 
to increase dental and public 

awareness of expanded 
functions. We aid in the 
stability of the profession by 

providing a voice in the public 
policy process.    

If you have suggestions for 

content in the next newsletter, 
please contact us at 
info@ohioefda.org 

Beth Walchuck, EFDA  
President 

Lisa Rager, EFDA                               
Vice President 

Brad Hylan, DDS                
Secretary Treasurer 

Ohio EFDA Association 
1799 Akron-Peninsula Rd 

Akron, Ohio 44313 

(330) 920-6225 
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Becoming a member of the Ohio 
EFDA Association is easy and the 
benefits are worth it.

Just go to www.OhioEFDA.org 
and join instantly.  A one-year member 
is $40, or you can get a two-year 
membership for $70. 

Membership is open to EFDAs, 
EFDA students, and dentists.

Some of our member benefits:

• Being informed concerning the 
constant changes to our profession

• Having a voice in Ohio public 
policy                                                

•  Continuing restorative 
education at little or no cost

•  Notification and discounts on 
CEU course

• Job opening information
• Mentoring service for practicing 

EFDAs and EFDA students
• Vendor discounts from Hertz, 

Avis, Choice Hotels, CEUs and more.

We have exciting continuing 
education opportunities coming up in 
2018. 

Join today - we are stronger when 
we stand together!

Have You Joined Your Association Yet? 

http://www.OhioEFDA.org
http://www.OhioEFDA.org


     

Policy 
Watch

Monitored Legislation & Rules

House Bill 184 - (Gavarone & DeVitis) The 
Ohio Dental Care Optimization Act

Authorizes a dental hygienist or expanded function dental auxiliary 
(EFDA) to perform additional services for an unlimited period of time when a 
supervising dentist is not physically present.

Reduces to one year and 1,500 hours the experience required before a 
dental assistant or EFDA is authorized to provide certain services when the 
supervising dentist is not physically present. 

Authorizes provision of dental services through teledentistry, defined as 
the delivery of dental services through the use of synchronous, real-time 
communication and the delivery of services by a dental hygienist or EFDA 
pursuant to a dentist's authorization.

Status:  Passed House;  currently in Senate Health, Humans Services & 
Medicaid Committee.

Senate Bill 98 (Lehner) Dental therapists Provides for the regulation and licensure of dental therapists, modifies the 
authority of certain dental health professionals to practice while a supervising 
dentist is not physically present, modifies the supervision requirements for 
dental assistants, dental x-ray machine operators, and expanded function 
dental auxiliaries, adds two dental therapists to the State Dental Board. 

Status:  In Senate Health, Human Services & Medicaid Committee
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What’s Ahead in 2018 
The Ohio EFDA Association will make exciting moves in 2018.  Since rebranding from the old Ohio Dental Expanded 

Functions Association,  we have grown membership, re-organized the governance of the group, and raised the profile of 
EFDAs around the Ohio Statehouse.  

Stay tuned in the new year for:

• Major legislative initiatives and an opportunity to become part of the advocacy program, 
making our voices heard in Columbus

• Exciting continuing education programming with discounts for Ohio EFDA Association members

• More vendor partnerships offering exclusive discounts to Ohio EFDA Association members.  Join us today to 
unlock discount codes on our current partners!


